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some distance behind, which was of much the same
strength as the first. Behind lay fortified woods and
villages which could be readily linked up with trench
lines to form third and fourth positions. They were
well served by the great network of railways. It
was a, fortress to which no front except the West
could show a parallel. The Russian soldiers who in
the early summer were brought to France stared with
amazement at a ramification of trenches compared
with which the lines in Poland and Galicia were like
hurried improvisations.

The aim of the Allied Command must be clearly
understood. It was not to recover so many square
miles of France ; it was not to take Bapaume or
Peronne or St. Quentin ; it was not even in the
strict sense to carry this or that position. All these
things were subsidiary and would follow in due
course, provided the main purpose succeeded. That
purpose was simply to exercise a steady and continued
pressure on a certain section of the enemy's front.
For nearly two years the world had been full of
theories as to the possibility of breaking the German
line. Gradually it had been accepted that an attack
should proceed by stages, with, as a prelude to each,
a complete artillery preparation, and that, since the
struggle must be long drawn out, fresh troops should
be used at each, stage. The policy was that of
" limited objectives,15 but it did not preclude an
unlimited objective in the event of some local enemy
weakness suddenly declaring itself. A strategical
problem is not, as a rule, capable of being presented
in a simple metaphor, but it may be said that, to the